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TO  THE  BODMIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1937. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) — 3,311. 

Registrar  GeneraPs  estimate  of  resident  population, 
Mid.,  1937—5,401. 

K umber  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate 
Books,  end  of  1937  — 1,244. 

Rateable  value — £26,324. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate— £104. 

Social  Conditions. 

I'he  town  is  largely  residential  with  a considerable 
Military  element  owing  to  its  being  the  Depot  for 
the  County  Regiment.  It  is  the  marketing  and 
shopping  centre  for  a large  agricultural  district. 

There  are  no  special  industries  and  its  future 
would  seem  to  depend  largely  on  its  success  as  a 
touring  and  holiday  centre.  It  has  a good  water 
supply,  is  well  drained,  and- a good  centre  for  either 
sea  or  Moorland  excursions 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F.  • 

Total. 

Live  births 

32 

30 

62 

Legitimate 

31 

30 

61 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population — 

■1D4. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Still  births 

0 

3 

3 

Legitimate 

0 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1000  total  (1 

ive  and  still)  births, 

40-1 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Deaths 

20 

32 

52 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  — 9 6 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were — 

M.  F. 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  5 6 

(Hher  circulatory  diseases  3 2 

Senility  ...  1 4 


Total. 

11 

5 

5 


There  were  no  deaths  from  pneumonia  or 
bronchitis. 

Deaths  from  puerpural  sepsis... nil 

other  puerpural  causes... nil 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

• M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate  10  1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 16*1 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  Measles 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

, (all  ages)... 

„ Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years  of  age)... 


M.  F.  Total. 

0 6 6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Comparison  of  Birth  and  Death  rates  with  those 
for  England  and  Wales  tor  this  and  the  previous 
year — 


Birth  rate 

1936 

12*.l 

1937 

11-4 

1936 

14*8 

England 
and  Wales. 

1937 

14.9 

Death  rate 

14  19 

9 6 

12*] 

12-4 

Infantile  death  rate 

58*8 

16-1 

59 

58 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

J.  H.  Hobling  (part  time  Officer)  is  also  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Dural  District  of  Wadebridge, 
Public  Vaccinator  and  Certifying  Factory  Surgeon. 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Surveyor — 

R.  T.  Buscombe  (full  time  Officer).  He  is  an 
Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimen  swabs,  &c.,  for  examination,  are  sent  to 
the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Royal  Cornwall 
Infirmary,  Truro. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

A motor  ambulance  with  trained  male  and  female 
personnel  belonging  to  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association,  for  dealing  with  sick  and  accident  cases 
(but  not  infectious  cases),  is  stationed  in  the  town 
and  also  serves  the  surrounding  district. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  Nurses  supplied  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association  efficiently  meet  this  need. 

I'here  is  a Maternity  Clinic  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  managed  by  a Committee  of  ladies  which 
renders  good  service  to  the  community  by  its  advice 
and  care  for  young  mothers  and  their  infants. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  a Voluntary  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases  situated  in  the  Borough, 
which  serves  it  and  the  surrounding  district. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  The  supply  was  satisfactory  and  w^as 
improved  by  an  extension  of  the  mains. 

Further  extensions  are  under  consideration. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Small  extensions  of  public  sewers  have  been  carried 
out  at  Barn  Lane  and  the  Boxwell  Park  Estate. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  have  acted  satisfactorily. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  has  been  no  pollution  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Water  closets  connected  with  public  sewers  are  in 
general  use  in  the  built  up  area  and  the  pail  system 
in  the  rural  part  of  the  district. 

Several  new  water  closets  have  been  erected.  In 
some  places  there  is  one  W.  C.  for  two  houses,  but 
the  aim  is  as  far  as  possible  for  each  house  to  have 
its  own  W.  C. 


Public  Cleansing 

There  is  a covered  motor  vehicle  for  the  regular 
collection  of  domestic  refuse,  which  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  in  a refuse  dump  well  outside  the 
town. 

The  streets  and  public  lavatories  are  regularly 
cleansed  and  kept  in  an  orderly  condition. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  390 

,,  „ Statutory  notices  served  ...  0 

„ Non  Statutory  ,,  ...  ...  3 

These  notices  were  all  complied  with. 

Shops. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  found  generally 
satisactory. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

There  are  no  works  or  factories  to  create  any 
nuisance  from  this  cause. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  none,  and  the  provision  of  swimming 
baths  in  the  Town  is  at  present  in  abeyance. 

Swimming  and  bathing  take  place  in  the  river 
Camel  which  joins  part  of  the  Borough’s  boundary. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  have  been  found  or  reported  of  infestation. 

Schools. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  the  water  supply 
and  sanitation  found  satisfactory. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good  and  no 
closure  for  sickness  has  been  necessary. 
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Housing 

1,  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year — 

(1)  \a)  Total  number  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts).  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  114 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included 

under  sub-head  (1)  above  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  192-'), 
I 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  ...  ....  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation...  ...  ...  0 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  formal  notices...  ...  ...10 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
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rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...10 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the 
year. — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

ib)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal 

notices — 0 

(a)  By  Owners...  ...  ...  ...  0 

ih)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owners  ...  ...  ....  0 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  0 

(2)  Number  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  in  respect  of  which  closing 
orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

. or  room  having  been  rendered  tit  ...  0 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  3 

(d)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  0 

(cjd)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year...  ...  ....  1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

...  6 


cases 
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There  were  no  cases  of  houses  again  becoming 
overcrowded  after  abatement. 

There  is  extremely  little  overcrowding  in  the 
Borough  and  with  the  erection  of  more  dwellings 
which  the  Council  have  in  view  there  should  be 
no  necessity  for  any,  although  this  does  not  solve  the 
economic  fact  that  amongst  the  lower  paid  wage 
earners  those  with  the  largest  families  are  least  able 
to  pay  the  higher  rents  necessary  for  larger  houses. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk — Dairies,  farms  and  cowsheds  have  been 
inspected  and  found  generally  clean  and  satisfactory. 

No  samples  have  been  taken  for  examination  for 
bacterial  content  and  tubercle  bacilli  as  this  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  (.'ounty  Council. 

Bakeries,  meat  shops,  slaughter  houses,  &c.,  have 
been  visited  and  inspected,  and  the  conditions 
generally  are  good. 

The  Meat  Marketing  Scheme  under  Part  III  of 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Begulations  is  not  in  force. 

Adulteration— This  is  dealt  with  by  the  County 
Council. 

Shellfish— There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  in 
the  district. 
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Meat  Inspection 

No  inspection  is  made  of  animals  prior  to  slaughter. 
The  figures  quoted  are  approximate  and  about  half 
the  carcasses  offered  for  retail  sale  were  inspected. 
No  carcasses  had  to  be  condemned  owing  to  disease. 

Table  of  Carcasses  Inspected 

Cattle  and  Sheep 


and  Cows  Calves  and  Lambs  Pigs 

Number  inspected 

418 

74 

1612 

! 1006 

Number  condemned  , 

. Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Efiicient  supervision  is  scarcely  possible  with  a 

number  of  private  slaughter 

houses  and 

an 

Inspector 

has  to  undertake  this  work 

in  addition 

to 

his  many 

other  and  varied  duties. 

Notifiable  diseases 

(other  than  Tuberculosis)  during 

the  year 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

Admitted 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid  ( 

3 

0 

0 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Bacillary  Dysentery 

34 

0 

0 

1 
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Analysis  of  age  groups  of  cases  notified, 


Enteric  Fever 
(including  Paratyphoid) 


Under  1 year  0 

1 0 

2 0 

3 0 

4 0 

5 0 

10  0 

15  0 

20  I 

35  1 

45  0 

65  and  over  I 


Bacillary 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

4 

10 

15 


All  these  cases  occurred  in  the  Mental  Hospital — 
no  cases  being  notified  in  the  Borough  outside  this 
Institution. 


Prevention  of  Blindness 

Any  necessary  action  under  Section  66  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering 
from  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes  is  undertaken  by 
the  County  Council. 
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Tuberculosis 


N e w cases  and 

mortality  during  the  year- 

Age  periods 

NEW 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

CASES 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

DEATHS 

Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Eegulations, 
1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  engaged  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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